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Introduction 
T h e  importance of journals 
T h e  importance of high-ranked 
journals 
Peer-reviewed process 
3 How to assess quality. 
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Association of Business Schools (ABS) UK 
http://www.nuigalway.ie/cisc/documents/abs journal - ran king .pdf 













Meaning of Quality Rating 
World elite journals; A small number of grade 4 journals 
recognised worldwide as exemplars of excellence within the 
business and management field. 
All grade 4 journals publish the most original and best 
executed research. They have typically high submission rates 
and low acceptance rates. Papers are heavily refereed. 
Publish original and well-executed research papers and are 
highly regarded. Have good submission rates and are 
selective in what they publish 
Publish original research of an acceptable standard. Fully 
refereed 
Publish research of a recognised standard. Modest standard 
journals 
Australian Business Deans Council (ABDC) 
http://www.abdc.edu.au/3.43.0.0.1 .O. htm 
Which journals to aim for? 
Depends upon where you are in your career 
Depends upon your discipline area 
Depends upon the type of research that you are 
doing 
Which come first the journal or the research? 
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Public Administration (Wiley) 
Guidelines to authors 
"major administrative challenges that 
generate theoretical advances and provide 
substantive insights" 
"critical and comparative analysis" 
"theoretically and empirically rigorous 
research" 
Must speak to an international audience 
@ MONASH University 
Evaluation criteria 
Significance of subject 
Clearly stated purpose 
Adds to existing knowledge 
Adequacy of methodology 
Well-documented 
Organisation 
Clarity of style 
MONASH University 
The process 
Choose your journal 
Read the guidelines! 
Submit in the appropriate format 
The journal 
Editor's hurdle 
Three reviewers (One month to turn around but often a lot longer!) 
Respond to the reviewers (politely, timely and in detail) 
No guarantee of success but usually a good chance 
Quality feedback from quality journals 
g, MONASH University 
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My experiences with Journal of Public Administration: Research and Theory (4) 
Collaboration involving 4 authors (who to work with?) 
Came out of a PhD 
Development of a new instrument 
Had to revise three times, primarily to satisfy one reviewer 
Spent a year working on the revisions 
RESULT? 
w MONASH University I l l  
I would like to congratulate the authors with the present 
version of their paper. I must commend them for the 
thoughtfulness and the great attention to detail in which 
they adapted this manuscript. I think it is conceptually, 
empirically as well as statistically an example of what 
articles should look like. I am aware of the great effort, and 
the great intelligence and creativity, that was required for 
such a job (I particularly like the way you, at last, were able 
to reconcile the concepts of PSE [Public service ethos] and 
PSM[ Public service motivation]). I therefore recommend 
this manuscript to be accepted into JPART. Again my most 
sincere congratulations and best of luck." 




See what methods have been used in previous articles 
- use an existing instrument in a new context 
Student cohorts? 
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Literature Reviews 
Literature reviews: 
- Situate research within a theoretical and 
disciplinary context. 
- Give up-to-date discussion of current material 
and research. 
Summarise and evaluate existing research findings 
on the topic. 
Highlight similarities and differences. 
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.Review the main ideas and research relating to your area of 
interest. However, you should do more than simply 
summarize the relevant literature: 
- you should, where appropriate, be critical in your 
approach 
- you should use your review of the literature as a means of 
showing why your research questions are important 
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Developing critical reading skills 
It entails moving beyond mere description and asking 
questions 9 significance of the work: 
- How does the study relate to others you have read? 
- How was the research conducted and how does it 
differ from other studies? 
- Are there any apparent strengths and deficiencies - 
perhaps in terms of methodology or in terms of the 
credibility of the conclusions drawn? 
- What theoretical ideas have influenced the study? 
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Problematising the situation 
.The literature is sometimes lacking: 
-Incomplete - the existing literature is not fully 
complete; there is a gap 
Inadequate - the existing literature on the 
phenomenon of interest has overlooked 
ways of looking at it that can greatly improve 
our understanding of it; alternative 
perspectives or frameworks can then be 
introduced 
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Conclusions 
Be prepared for rejections 
Persevere 
Quantity versus quality 
Too much of an obsession with journal rankings? 
Seek feed back constantly 
Review each others work 
Don't give your work away cheaply 
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